
The Life of Hipparchia of Maroneia, 
Cynic Philosopher

Diogenes Laertius, Book VI (chapter 7). 96-98

96       (1)    )Eqhra/qh de\ toi=j lo/goij kai\ h( a)delfh\ tou= Mhtrokle/ouj  

(Ipparxi/a.  Marwnei=tai d ) h)=san a)mfo/teroi.

(2)  Kai\ h)/ra tou= Kra/thtoj kai\ tw=n lo/gwn kai\ tou= bi/ou,

ou)deno\j tw=n mnhsteuome/nwn e)pistrefome/nh, ou) plou/tou, ou)k

eu)genei/aj, ou) ka/llouj!  a)lla\ pa/nt  ) h)=n Kra/thj au)t$=.  (3) kai\ dh\

kai\ h)pei/lei toi=j goneu=sin a)nairh/sein au(th/n, ei) mh\ tou/t% doqei/h. 

(4) Kra/thj me\n ou)=n parakalou/menoj u(po\ tw=n gone/wn auth=j

a)potre/yai th\n pai=da, pa/nt  ) e)poi/ei, kai\ te/loj mh\ pei/qwn, a)nasta\j

kai\ a)poqe/menoj th\n e(autou= skeuh\n a)ntikru\ au)th=j e)/fh, o( me\n
numfi/oj ou(=toj, h( de\ kth=sij au(/th, pro\j tau=ta bouleu/ou.  (5) ou)de\

ga\r e)/sesqai koinwno/n, ei) mh\ kai\ tw=n au)tw=n e)pithdeuma/twn

genhqei/h.

(1)  h( a)delfh\ tou= Mhtrokle/ouj:  in the previous chapter (VI.94-5)
Metrocles of Maroneia had been introduced as a)delfo\j  (Ipparxi/aj.  Both
were followers of the Cynic philosopher Crates and are characters in book D.L.
VI on the Cynic school.  qhra/w  hunt, chase (originally of beasts < qh/r, beast),
captivate.  toi=j lo/goij may refer to Crates’ sayings or philosophical discussions
in general.  Marwnei/thj native of Maroneia (a city in Thrace)
(2)  h)=ra impf. of e)ra/w (+ gen.) fall in love with.  Kra/thj, -/thtoj, o(  Crates
(Krates) the Cynic, subject of D.L. VI. 85-93.  mnhsteu/w  court, seek in
marriage.  e)pistre/fw  turn about or toward; mid. turn oneself around; (+ gen.)
turn one’s mind to, pay attention to.  ka/lloj, ka/llouj to/  good looks. 
(3) kai\ dh\ kai/  and in particular. a)peile/w  promise, threaten (+ dat. of
person; + fut. inf.).  goneu/j, -e/wj, o(  father; in. pl. parents.  a)naire/w take up,



make away with, destroy, kill.  doqei/h < di/dwmi  optative in indirect statement
for subjunctive in a future more vivid condition (XIII).
(4)  parakale/w  call in, summon.  a)potre/pw  turn (someone) away from
(something).  te/loj adverbial finally.  a)nasta/j < a)ni/sthmi.  a)poqe/menoj
< a)poti/qhmi.  skeuh/  equipment, clothes.  a)ntikru/  right opposite, right in
front of (+ gen.).  numfi/oj  bridegroom, husband.  kth=sij, -ewj, h( 
possession, property:  the Cynics practiced simplicity.  Diogenes the Cynic even
threw away his cup when he saw a child drinking with his hands.  pro\j tau=ta 
therefore, with this in mind.  bouleu/ou  middle imperative (2 sg. XIV).
(5) ou)de/ . . .  Diogenes Laertius switches from direct to indirect statement.
koinwno/j, -ou, o( / h(  companion, partner, sharer.  e)pith/deuma  pursuit,
practice, study.  genhqei/h < gi/gnomai optative for subjunctive in indirect
statement (XIII).

97 (1) Ei(/leto h( pai=j kai\ tau)to\n a)nalabou=sa sxh=ma

sumperi$/ei ta)ndri\ kai\ e)n t%= faner%= sunegi/neto kai\ e)pi\ ta\ dei=pna

a)p$/ei.  (2) o(/te kai\ pro\j Lusi/maxon ei)j to\ sumpo/sion h)=lqen, e)/nqa

Qeo/dwron to\n e)pi/klhn   )/Aqeon e)ph/legce, so/fisma protei/nasa

toiou=ton!  o(\ poiw=n Qeo/dwroj ou)k a)\n a)dikei=n le/goito, ou)d ) 

(Ipparxi/a poiou=sa tou=to a)dikei=n le/goit  ) a)/n!  Qeo/dwroj de\ tu/ptwn

e(auto\n ou)k a)dikei=, ou)d  ) a)/ra   (Ipparxi/a Qeo/dwron tu/ptousa

a)dikei=.  (3) o( de\ pro\j me\n to\ lexqe\n ou)de\n a)ph/nthsen, a)ne/sure d )

au)th=j qoima/tion!  a)ll ) ou)/te katepla/gh  (Ipparxi/a ou)/te dietara/xqh

w(j gunh/.  98 (1) a)lla\ kai\ ei)po/ntoj au)t$=,

au(/th  )sti\n h( ta\j par ) i(stoi=j e)klipou=sa kerki/daj;
(2) e)gw/ fhsi/n ei)mi/, Qeo/dwre!  a)lla\ mh\ kakw=j soi dokw=
bebouleu=sqai peri\ au(th=j, ei) to\n xro/non o(\n e)/mellon i(stoi=j
prosanalw/sein tou=ton ei)j paidei/an katexrhsa/mhn;  (3) kai\ tau=ta

me\n kai\ a)/lla muri/a th=j filoso/fou.

 
97 (1)  ei(/leto < ai(re/w, ei(=lon (2 aor.) take, mid. choose.  sxh=ma  shape,



bearing, appearance, fashion.  sum-peri/-eimi  ($)/ei is imperfect of ei)=mi go). 
ta)ndri/ < t%= a)ndri/.  e)n t%= faner%=  openly, publicly.  suggi/gnomai  be
with, keep company with; it is used of the relationship between masters and pupils
and of that between sexual partners.  dei=pnon, -/ou, to/  dinner.
(2) sumpo/sion, -i/ou, to/ symposium, drinking party.  e)/nqa  there.  e)pi/klhn 
adv.  by name, nicknamed.  e)pele/gxw = e)le/gxw  disgrace, cross-examine, 
prove, refute, confute.  so/fisma  clever or captious argument or trick. 
protei/nw  stretch forth, put forward.  toiou=toj  such as this.  o(/  that which. 
le/goito with a)/n: potential optative (XIII).  tu/ptw  strike.
(3)  a)panta/w  meet, oppose.  a)nasu/rw  pull off or pull up (somebody’s
clothes so as to expose him/her).  qoima/tion  =  to\ i(ma/tion.   kataplh/ssw 
strike with panic, astound, bully.  diatara/ssw  throw into confusion.  w(j
gunh/  like a woman.
98 (1)  ei)po/ntoj genitive absolute.  The subect is Qeodw/rou.  i(sto/j (<
i(/sthmi)  anything that is upright, mast, loom.  kerki/j, -i/doj h(  in the loom the
comb with which the threads are pushed to make the web even and close.  The
line is borrowed from Euripides, Bacchae, 1236.  
(2)  mh/ in questions expects the answer no (I don’t, do I...?).  au(th=j  =
e)mauth=j:  in later antiquity the third person reflexive became generalized (as the
reflexive for all persons).  prosanali/skw  consume, waste.  paidei/a 
education.  kataxra/omai  make full use of, apply (+ dat.), use up  (+ acc.)
(3) mu/rioj  10,000, countless.   th=j filoso/fou:  predicate genitive.  “These
and countless other [sayings] are hers,” “belong to the [woman] philosopher.” 


