
Sappho:  three fragments

The texts are those of David Campbell (slightly altered).

160

ta/de nu=n e)tai/raij

tai=j e)mai=j te/rpna ka/lwj a)ei/sw.

1-2  ta/de with te/rpna < terpno/j  delightful

1  e)tai/raij = e(tai/raij:  The Aeolic dialect drops the rough breathings.

2  ka/lwj = kalw=j  In the Aeolic dialect the accent is recessive.

a)ei/sw < a)ei/dw  sing  

2  

deu=ru/ m’ e)k Krh/taj e)pi\ to/nde nau=on

a)/gnon, o)/pp# toi xa/rien me\n a)/lsoj

mali/an, bw=moi de\ tequmia/me-

noi libanw/t%:

5 e)n d’ u)/dwr yu=xron kela/dei di’ u)/sdwn

mali/nwn, bro/doisi de\ pai=j o) xw=roj

e)ski/ast’, ai)qussome/nwn de\ fu/llwn

kw=ma kate/rrei:

e)n de\ lei/mwn i)ppo/botoj te/qalen

10 h)ri/noisin a)/nqesin, ai) d’ a)/htai

me/llixa pne/oisin ...

...

e)/nqa dh\ su\ ... e)loisa Ku/pri

xrusi/aisin e)n kuli/kesin a)/brwj

15 e)mmemei/xmenon qali/aisi ne/ktar

oi)noxo/aison.

The poem is preserved because it was scratched on an ostrakon or piece of pottery.



1  deu=ru = deu=ro  here, come here

nau=oj = nao/j  (Aeolic dialect form) temple, shrine

2   a)/gnoj  =  a(gno/j holy, pure

o)/pp# = o(/p#  in which, where

toi = soi  for you, your

xari/eij  beautiful, graceful

a)/lsoj  grove

3  mali/an =  mhlew=n  < mhle/a  apple-tree

bw=moj = bwmo/j  altar, raised place

tequmia/menoi < qumia/w  burn, smoke

4  libanwto/j  frankincense

5  e)n  adverbial within, and inside

yu=xroj  =   yuxro/j  cold

kela/dei < kelade/w  make a sound like rushing water, resound

u)/sdoj =  o)/zoj  branch, bough  

6  ma/linoj = mh/linoj  of an apple-tree

bro/doisi = r(o/doisi < r(o/don  rose

pai=j   =  pa=j

xw=roj  land, place

7  e)ski/ast’ < skia/zw  shade

ai)qussome/nwn < ai)qu/ssw stir; Pass. quiver

fu/llon  leaf

8  kw=ma   deep sleep

kate/rrei <   katarre/w  flow down, sink

9  e)n  as in line 5  

lei/mwn  =  leimw=n  meadow

 i)ppo/botoj  horse-feeding

te/qalen  <  qa/llw  bloom, be abundant

10  h)ri/noisin < h)rino/j  of spring, in springtime

a)/nqesin < a)/nqoj  flower

a)/htai  <  a)h/thj  blast, wind

11  me/llixoj   =  mei/lixoj  gentle  me/llixa, adverb

pne/oisin < pne/w  breathe, blow

12  Line 12 and part of 11 are missing.

13  e)/nqa  here, there



e)loisa for  e(lou=sa < ai(re/w

Ku/pri  vocative of Kupris, a name for Aphrodite, the Cyprian, because she

was born or rose from the sea foam on the island of Cyprus.  

14  xrusi/oj  Aeolic for xru/seoj

a)/brwj  = a(brw=j  delicately

15  e)mmemei/xmenon < -mei/gnumi  mix

qali/ai [< qa/llw]  festivals  

16  oi)noxo/aison  < oi)noxoe/w  pour wine [or nectar]

168B

de/duke me\n a) sela/nna

kai\ Plhi+/dej:  me/sai de\

nu/ktej, para\ d)’ e)/rxet ’ w)/ra,

e)/gw de\ mo/na kateu/dw.

1 de/duke < du/w  sink, set

 a) sela/nna =  h( selh/nh

2-3  me/sai nu/ktej  the middle of the night, midnight

3  para\ d)’ e)/rxet ’   =  pare/rxetai  < pare/rxomai  go by, pass

4  mo/na  =  mo/nh

kateu/dw  =  kaqeu/dw  sleep, lie down in bed, pass the night
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