
Praxilla
A lyric poet of the 5  c. BCE from Sicyon.th

ka/lliston me\n e)gw\ lei/pw fa/oj h)eli/oio,

deu/teron a)/stra faeina\ selhnai/hj te pro/swpon

h)de\ kai\ w(rai/ouj siku/ouj kai\ mh=la kai\ o)/gxnaj[.]

The dying Adonis laments the things he will miss. The poem survives because

Zenobius (2  c. C.E.) quotes it in explaining the proverb, h)liqiw/teroj tou=nd

Praci/llhj )Adw/nidoj (4.21).  The poem was famous for its supposed bathos: 

“more vapid than Praxilla’s Adonis” became proverbial.  But one person’s bathos is

another’s pathos. Individual details of everyday life make popular songs appealing.

1  fa/oj h)eli/oio = fw=j h(li/ou

2  faeina\ (fano/j)  radiant, shining

selhnai/hj  =  selh/nhj < selh/nh  The moon

pro/swpon  face

3  w(rai=oj  timely, seasonable, ripe 

si/kuoj  cucumber

mh=lon  apple 

o)/gxnh  pear


	Page 1

