Praxilla
A lyric poet of the 5" ¢. BCE from Sicyon.

KOAALCTOV UEV EYW AEIT®W PpAOg MNeEALOLO,
devtepor doTpa PAELVO CEANVAING TE€ TPOCWTOV
Noe kol dpaiovg oikvovg kKol UnAo kail Oyy VgL

The dying Adonis laments the things he will miss. The poem survives because
Zenobius (2 c. C.E.) quotes it in explaining the proverb, NA 1016 TEPOg TOV
IMpa&iAAng Adwvidog (4.21). The poem was famous for its supposed bathos:
“more vapid than Praxilla’s Adonis” became proverbial. But one person’s bathos is
another’s pathos. Individual details of everyday life make popular songs appealing.

1 dpotog HeAiolo = pmdg NAiov
2 ooewad (¢avdc) radiant, shining
ceAnvaing = ceAnfvng < ceAfivn The moon
TPOCWTNOV face
3 polog timely, seasonable, ripe
clKVO¢ cucumber
unAov apple
Oyxvn pear
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