The Alphabet Song of Callias

Callias was an Athenian comic poet of the 5" ¢. This song by the chorus may
come from a comedy called the Alphabet Tragedy (YPOAUUUXTLKT] TPOYWDILL).

10 &Ada, PAta, yaupe, SéAta, Oeod yap €l,
(AT, BT, OAT, idTa, kdTma, AdPda, ud,
v, E€l, 10 0D, Tel, p®, O olypw, Tad, TO U
napdv Pel yel te ¢ Pel eig 10 ®.

Notes: the letters we call epsilon, upsilon, omicron and omega were at this period
called €1, D, oD, and @. Epsilon or €1 is called the god’s letter because of a
large E dedicated to Apollo at Delphi. The scholar Plutarch wrote a treatise on
this monument (Moralia 392, called Tepi ToV EI T0U £V AeAdOLG) in which he
gives various explanations for the E which also represents the number 5. My
favorite is that it is a greeting to Apollo. Instead of saying “}0(lpe” Apollo greets
those who come to his temple with the inscribed words “yv®m01 covtdy”
(“know yourself”) and the worshipper answers with the word “€1” which means
“you are.”

After singing the alphabet, the chorus in pairs went through the letters by
consonants and vowels, making syllables and in this way imitating the favored
method of teaching young Greek children how to read.

BNt aAdo Po
Bt el Be k.T.A. (xal T& Aoind is Greek for etc.)
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